
 

 

2011 State and Federal Legislative Platform 
School Board of Orange County, Florida 

State Priorities 
 Support stable state funding for education that considers the potential loss of 

federal stimulus dollars. 
 Support flexible caps for the Class Size Reduction Amendment requirement and 

limit non-compliance penalties. 
 Support a collaborative approach for educational reform efforts. 
 Support local control for operations and policy decisions. 
 Oppose unfunded or underfunded mandates. 

Federal Priorities 
 Support the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) to 

include: 
 A growth model for school district assessment; 
 Revision of testing measures in order to level the playing field nationwide (i.e. common 

subgroup cell size and achievement levels); 
 Increased ESEA recurring funding, particularly in support of Title I schools, to provide 

educational services required under current federal law; and 
 Recognize the value of Career and Technical Education (CTE) as ESEA is reauthorized 

and ask Congress to better align ESEA and the Perkins Act, incorporating CTE in 
addressing dropout prevention and recovery, secondary-postsecondary alignment, 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM), and American 
competitiveness.  
 

 Support Congressional delegation requesting the State Legislature to offset the loss in 
federal stimulus funding and in the absence of the state replacement of stimulus dollars, 
support Congress authorizing additional funds to prevent loss of teacher jobs in fiscal year 
2011-12 and beyond; 

 
 Support a recurring funding increase for the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 

in order to provide educational services required under current federal law; 
 

 Support the increase in USDA reimbursement for a “free” lunch by 35 cents.  It costs $2.92 to 
produce a meal that meets all federal nutrition standards and pay for the escalating costs of 
healthy food, transportation, labor and benefits, training, equipment and indirect expenses, 
the current reimbursement has not kept pace.  

 
 Support the increase of federal competitive grant and funding opportunities to support 

targeted district and school level initiatives;  
 

 Support a national graduation rate that includes high quality, relevant alternative pathways to 
high school graduation that will prepare students for higher education and the work place;  
 

 Support maintaining E-Rate Universal Service Fund which provides funding to schools and 
libraries for the acquisition of telecommunication services; and 
 

 Require states to send federal dollars to fund exceptional education transfers from one state 
to another and impose sanctions against states that do not send reimbursement dollars to the 
state where services are rendered. 

 
 Encourage the Florida Congressional Delegation to have at least one member serve on an 

education committee. Florida currently has NO representation on any education committee. 


